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Scriptures [NIV] that instruct Christians how to Love. 

 
John 13:34-5 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another.” 
 
John 15: 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be 
in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give 
you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 
 
Romans 12: 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be 
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality. 
 
Romans 13: 8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
covet,”[a] and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”[b] 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  
 
1 Cor 13: 1-8  
If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
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4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.  
 
Philippians 2:1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having 
the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition 
or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Colossians 3: 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with 
each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity. 
 
1 Peter 1: 22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.[b] 23 For you 
have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living 
and enduring word of God.  
24 For, 
“All people are like grass, 
    and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; 
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the grass withers and the flowers fall, 
25     but the word of the Lord endures forever.”[c] 
And this is the word that was preached to you. 
 
1 Peter 3: 8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may 
inherit a blessing.  
 
1 John 2: 3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his 
commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, 
and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God[a] is truly 
made complete in them. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in 
him must live as Jesus did. 
 
1 John 3: 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has 
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how 
can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth. 
 
1 John 4: 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 
one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us. … 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother 
or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this 
command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 


